
Immigration Requirements 
for voyages going abroad



Leaving and Returning to the UK
• You must submit voyage plans via the UKBF online portal.

• A separate voyage plan is required for leaving and returning.

• Voyage plans must be submitted for voyages to / from:

• Netherlands

• Belgium

• France

• Channel Islands

• The office will create draft voyage plans where possible.

• The skipper will need to check the information entered and update departure 
and arrival information.

• The boat laptops have a tab on google chrome already set up for the UKBF.



Schengen Area requirements
▪ Each Schengen country has a different immigration form.

▪ An immigration form must be completed when you enter or leave the 
Schengen area.

▪ If you arrive in France and leave in Belgium, you will need a French form for 
arrival and a Belgian form for departure.

▪ When you submit an arrival form the 90 day clock is started.

▪ If you don’t submit the relevant exit form, the 90 day clock will continue to 
run.

▪ Once you are in the Schengen area you can travel between countries without 
submitting a form for each country. 



What to do when you enter / leave the 
Schengen Area

• On arrival at your entry port, you must report to the local immigration 
office. Ask at the marina for directions.

• Everyone on the boat must attend with their passport so that it can be 
stamped.

• When leaving you must report to the local immigration office at the 
departure port.

• Although you will have emailed your immigration forms it is worth taking a 
paper copy with you. 



Netherlands Immigration
In addition to the UKBF voyage plan you must submit Netherlands 

immigration forms before entering / leaving the Netherlands.

Ports of Entry/Departure – North Sea.

▪ Official ports of entry are

▪ Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Den Helder, Ijmuiden, Scheveningen,Vlissingen.

▪ Breskens is not an official entry/ exit port but may be used. The marina office 
will call the immigration authorities and they will visit the marina.



Netherlands Immigration
Immigration forms.

▪ A crew manifest (form 5) must be completed and sent 24 hours prior to 
arrival in the Netherlands.

▪ A crew manifest (form 5) must be completed and sent No LESS than 3 hours 
and NO MORE than 3 days before departure from the Netherlands.

▪ If arriving/departing at Rotterdam send the form to rotterdam@dutch-
immigration.nl

▪ For arrivals departures at all other ports send the form 
to dutch.immigration@mindef.nl.

mailto:rotterdam@dutch-immigration.nl
mailto:rotterdam@dutch-immigration.nl
mailto:rotterdam@dutch-immigration.nl




Belgium Immigration
In addition to the UKBF voyage plan you must submit Belgian immigration 

forms before entering / leaving Belgium.

Ports of Entry/Departure.

▪ Antwerp, Blankenberge (via Zeebrugge), Ghent, Nieuwpoort (via Ostend), 
Ostend, Zeebrugge

Immigration Forms

▪ The form can only be completed online at 
https://www.police.be/bordercontrol/en/pleasure-craft-declaration

▪ There is no option for a draft form.

▪ A form must be completed if you arrive or depart via a Belgian port in the list 
above.

https://www.police.be/bordercontrol/en/pleasure-craft-declaration


France Immigration
In addition to the UKBF voyage plan you must submit French immigration 

forms before entering / leaving France.

Ports of Entry/Departure (English Channel)

▪ Dunkirk, Calais, Dieppe, Le Havre, Honfleur, Caen/Ouistreham, Cherbourg.

Immigration Forms

▪ The immigration form is called Préavis Police aux Frontières

▪ Each port of entry appears to have their own version of the above form.

▪ The form must be completed and sent to the relevant immigration office 24 
hours before you arrive or depart France. The email address will be on the 
form.





Channel Islands – Bailiwick of Guernsey
• Bailiwick of Guernsey includes Alderney, Herm and Sark.

• Ports of entry are:

• Alderney – Braye Harbour.

• Guernsey - Beaucette Marina, St Sampson's Harbour and St Peter Port 
Harbour

• Vessels are not permitted to arrive directly to anywhere else in the Bailiwick 
including the islands of Herm and Sark.

• You must submit a GC27 Form on arrival and fly the Q flag until the form has 
been submitted.

• The pink copy should be kept on board and the white copy handed in to a 
Customs Office or deposited in one of the yellow Customs boxes.





Channel Islands - Jersey
• If you arrive from a country in the Common Travel Area (UK, Isle of Man, 

Guernsey) there are no customs requirements unless you have goods to 
declare which is unlikely.

• If you arrive from outside the CTA (i.e France) and there are people on board 
who are NOT British or Irish, you must submit a declaration.

• The declaration is an online form that must be completed and sent. There is 
no draft facility.

• This form must be submitted before or as soon as practical after arrival. If you 
are unable to submit this form before or as soon as you arrive you may only 
come ashore in St Helier.

• There are facilities at St Helier Marina Office you can use to complete your 
declaration.



Foodstuffs to /from Europe
Food to Europe from the UK.

▪ Personal goods containing meat, milk or their products brought into the EU 
continue to present a real threat to animal health throughout the Union. It is 
known, for example, that dangerous pathogens that cause animal 
diseases such as Foot and Mouth Disease and classical swine fever can reside 
in meat, milk or their products.

▪ You are not allowed to bring in meat, milk or their products.

▪ You are allowed a limited quantity of fruit and vegetables as well as eggs, egg 
products and honey (2kg). Restricted quantities of fish or fish products are 
also allowed.

▪ If you have nothing better to do, all the detail is here.

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-products-movements/personal-
imports_en
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Foodstuffs to /from Europe
Food to UK from Europe.

You can bring in the following for personal use:

▪ Dairy.

▪ Fish.

▪ Meat (there are restrictions if you’re bringing in more than 2kgs of pork or 
pork products).

▪ other animal products - for example, eggs and honey.

▪ Fruit

▪ Vegetables

▪ Nuts and Seeds
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